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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 
 
 On October 20th the time consuming battle over 
the proposed paramilitary base, the Eagle National 
Security Training Center, came to a successful con-
clusion.  The Highlands County Board of County Com-
missioners voted 4-0 to deny two Comprehensive 
Plan Amendments the Center needed to go forward.  
(Commissioner Don Bates was absent.) 
 The first Public Hearing on October 6th covered 
the zoning change needed for the Center.  The Zoning 
Hearing was a judicial type Hearing with witnesses 
being sworn in.  The Commissioners denied the zon-
ing change 5-0 after a 13.5 hour process.  I had called 
the Avon Park Air Force Range Commander, Lt. Col. 
Charles MacLaughlin, and had a long discussion and 
asked him to speak.  He came, he stayed for the 
whole 13.5 hours, and he gave a well-prepared, de-
tailed list of his concerns regarding the proposed Cen-
ter.  Paula House, one of the leaders of the "No Eagle 
Training Center" group, sent me a thank you e-mail 
and said Lt. Col. MacLaughlin's testimony "sealed the 
deal".  I agree.  I assert a parallel "seal the deal" hap-
pening was when I called the Polk County School 
Board regarding duck hunting at the Circle B Bar Re-
serve and they responded with an e-mail and letter 
stating "I... request that you consider not allowing any 
hunting activities during the time students would be on 
the property." 
 Lt. Col. MacLaughlin did not attend the October 
20th Hearing.  Probably because after the Lt. Col. 
spoke on October 6th, the applicant's attorney, Bert 
Harris III, immediately said he was dropping the run-
way and control tower from the application.  However, 
on October 20th Mr. Harris had the runway and con-
trol tower back in the application.  When I spoke, I 
listed ten of Lt. Col. MacLaughlin's concerns, so these 
were heard.  Several Commissioners expressed dis-
may that the applicant would drop the runway and 
control tower on October 6th, and put them back in on 
October 20th, without explanation.  The runway was 
probably the most controversial part of the application 
both on October 6th and October 20th. 
 The reason I asked for volunteers is I was not 
aware of the developer's application until early August.  
I ask for a volunteer from each of DeSoto, Hardee, 
and Highlands Counties to call or e-mail me in the first 
week of the month so that we may include any major 
issues they have in our newsletter and in the discus-
sions at our monthly meetings.  My contact informa-
tion is: e-mail-  jiandr@aol.com and telephone- 863-
965-8241.  Thank you. 

 Lynne Flannery holds a crested caracara while a 'calling' 
screech owl (right) checks out the bigger raptor.  Approximately 
65 people were awestruck by Lynne's presentation of the great 
horned, barred and screech owls and a crested caracara.     
We were extremely fortunate to obtain this program when we 
did because two weeks later, word was received that Lynne 
and a rehab technician were laid off from the Audubon Birds of 
Prey Center due to budget woes.  The Center will stay open but 
will have to rely to an even greater extent on volunteers. 
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Photo by  Frances H. Coleman 
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For more activities/events, please visit our web site at http://florida.sierraclub.org/polk/�

Circle B Bar   
Each month Circle B Bar Reserve offers a variety of guided hikes, photography workshops, astronomy nights (in the 

cooler months), nature oriented presentations, and a tram ride.  Because space is limited (especially on the tram ride) 
and additional events are added, call Karen Hagood, Naturalist Environmental Operations Specialist at 863 668-4673 to 

find out what is available and to reserve a space. �

Nov. 14 Grand Opening of the Mackay Gardens & Lakes ide Preserve and Trek Ten Trails Year 3 Launch.  The 
City of Lake Alfred's own 112+ acre nature preserve is on the north shores of Lake Rochelle. Home of the 
historic Mackay Estate residence and gardens, the site also provides nature trails, a playground, fishing pier 
and canoe launch area.  9AM - Noon.  Free coffee and donuts.  For more information call Marian at 863-207-
5206 or e-mail: marianryan@gmail.com 

Service at Circle B Bar 
 Volunteers are always needed to help at the reception desk, create signs for special events, check the trails, etc.  For 

more information and to volunteer call Karen Hagood at 863 668-4673 or e-mail karenhagood@polk-county.net 

Service - These events are Ridge Ranger projects. 
These stewardship projects start at 9:00 at their respective locations unless otherwise noted.  For more details  

call the Volunteer Coordinator, Jim Reed, at 863 699-3742 or e-mail james.reed@myFWC.com  

Nov. 7 Lake McLeod (west of Lake Wales).  Habitat enhancement and fenceline cleanup. 

Nov. 14 Lake Kissimmee State Park.  Stewardship. 

Nov. 21 Bok Tower Gardens.  Stewardship. 

Dec. 5 Highlands Hammock State Park.  Invasive plant removal. 

Special activities such as greenhouse work, invertebrate study, fish species inventory, and surveying wildlife populations 
are available.  Become a Citizen-Scientist!  Call Jim for details.  

       In order to participate in one of the Sierra Club's outings, you will need to sign a liability waiver which will be furnished at the beginning of the outing.  If you would like to read a copy of the waiver prior to the outing, please see http://
www.sierraclub.org/outings/chapter/forms/ or call 415-977-5528.  In the interests of facilitating the logistics of some outings, it is customary that participants make carpooling arrangements.  The Sierra Club does not have insurance for carpool-
ing arrangements and assumes no liability for them.  Carpooling, ride sharing or anything similar is strictly a private arrangement among the participants.  Participants assume the risks associated with this travel.  Please note that the above 
listed activities are events that we think you will find interesting and fun, but they are not official outings.  Florida Seller of Travel Ref. No. ST37115 

Dec. 12 Mackay Gardens and Lakeside Preserve.  Improve native plant habitat. 

Dec. 19 Lake Louisa State Park.  Stewardship. 

 Andy Quinn, Ancient Islands Outings Leader, using 
Winter Haven's UPKEEP kayaks, led a diverse group of 
Sierrans and Montessori school students/parents/
administrators on a fantastic venture down Alexander 
Springs Run on October 17. 
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Photo by  Rachelle Coleman Selser 
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Be sure to write a 1 or 2 in this box to record the 
number of people in your household voting.�
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� This ballot has been designed to insure secrecy while minimizing election costs.  You may 
vote for the listed nominees or write in candidates.  Indicate your choices by filling in the boxes for 
each position.  Please detach this page and fold it as a self-mailer envelope (see illustration on 
right.)  Then tape or staple the ballot both top and bottom.  Use the box in the upper left corner of 
the return address to indicate how many household members are voting. (1 for individual member-
ship, 2 for joint membership.) 
 Once we receive your ballot, we’ll verify that there is a membership mailing label on the re-
verse side of the address panel.  We’ll do this by removing the tape or staple that holds the ad-
dress panel closed.  The presence of the computer generated label will demonstrate it came from 
a member.  We’ll also verify that your claimed membership status (individual or joint) matches our 
records, then we’ll mark the unopened lower portion with the number of voters to expect, and re-
move and discard the flap with your mailing address.  Another group of the election committee will 
then remove the remaining staple or tape to expose your ballot and record your vote(s). 

�

Fold in thirds with 
return address 

showing. 

Staple or tape upper 
and lower edges.  Add 
postage and postmark 

by Dec. 4th. 
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The Executive Committee is the official decision ma king body of our local group.  The terms of office are staggered. �
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For 2nd Voter/Joint Membership only 

NOMINEE WRITE-IN 

  

�� Charles Geanangel �  

�� Marian Ryan �   

�� Jenny Jacobs �  

�� Ray Van De Mark �  

�� Al Gruelich �   

 EXCOM Posi-
tions 

NOMINEE WRITE-IN 

Two-Year Terms   

 Chair �� Charles Geanangel �  

 Vice Chair �� Marian Ryan �   

 Secretary �� Jenny Jacobs �   

 Treasurer �� Ray Van De Mark �  

 Member-at-Large �� Al Gruelich �   
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General Meeting and Executive Committee  
Meeting Run Concurrently 

Join us for our pot-luck suppers at 6:30 p.m. on the second 
Thursday of every month.  Bring a dish to share, a drink and 
your utensils.  Dress is casual.  The meeting will start around 
7:15 p.m. 
This meeting will be held at Circle B Bar Reserve. The Reserve 
is located on State Road 540 (Winter Lake Road) at a mid-point 
between Lakeland, Bartow and Winter Haven.  From Bartow, 
take US 98 north to SR 540 and turn right; from Lakeland, take 
US 98 south to SR 540 and  turn left; the property entrance is 
approximately two miles east of US 98 on the south (right) side 
of SR 540.  From Winter Haven, take SR 540 and after the exits 
to the Polk Parkway (where there is a traffic light) look for and 
follow the Reserve signs;  it will be a left turn.  Bring flashlight 
for parking lot.  

Web Site:  http://florida.sierraclub.org/polk/  
(links to Ancient Islands) 

Members should send changes of address to:  Sierra Club, P.O. Box 52968, Boulder, CO 80322-2968 
or address.changes@sierraclub.org  

2009 ANCIENT  ISLANDS SIERRA GROUP  

Paul Anderson  
Chair - 965-8241 

Marian Ryan  
Vice-Chair - 293-6961 

Jenny Jacobs  
Secretary - 439-1926 

Charles Geanangel  
Treasurer - 326-5748 

Gunn Honican 
Membership - 326-5426 

Newsletter Publisher 
Paul Daniel  

 
Nesting Boxes  

Bob Taylor - 439-2251 

FL/SC Steering Committee 
Marian Ryan 

 293-6961 

Email Tree Coordinator 
Jenny Jacobs - 439-1926 
jennyjacobs1@gmail.com  

Newsletter Editor   
Frances Howell-Coleman  

956-3771 

Members-at-large  
Robert Jackson - 646-1475  

Al Greulich - 967-6783  
Albert Honican - 326-5426 

Sierra Club 
Ancient Islands - FL Sierra 
P.O. Box 7544 
Winter Haven, FL  33883 
 
Published Monthly 
 
RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 
 

Annual dues include subscription to Sierra ($7.50) and chapter 
publications ($1). Dues are not tax-deductible.  

   

Please mail your check and this form  to: 
Sierra Club, PO Box 52968, Boulder, Colorado, 80322 -2968 

Check One Individual   

Introductory �  $25    

Regular �  $39 �  $47  

Senior �  $24 �  $32  

Student �  $24 �  $32  

Joint  

 

  Sierra Membership Application 

Name  ___________________________________________________ 

Street Address  ____________________________________________ 

City  ___________________________ State  _____ Zip ___________  

Phone (optional):   (        )  _________________  �������������


